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LIFE-THREATENING COAGULATION DISORDERS IN CRITICAL CARE
MEDICINE

Springer Nov 1996, 1996. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 235x155x5 mm. This item is printed on demand -
Print on Demand Neuware - Hypercoagulability and bleeding are problems physicians frequently encounter
when treating intensive care patients. The coagulation mechanism is a tightly controlled system. Its balance is
disturbed in conditions such as septicemia, trauma, shock, and others. The dis turbances may be local or
disseminated and the therapeutic options available are limited and nonspecific: limited since in most cir
cumstances they may not aEect the underlying disease and are si milarly independent of the pathogenic
mechanism; nonspecific since they cannot be specifically targeted to the problem of local or sys temic
disturbance of coagulation. Furthermore, increased and de creased coagulability may be present at the same
time. Activation of coagulation may lead to fibrin deposition and decreased hemostatic capacity, as seen in
disseminated intravascular coagulation. New diagnostic approaches for acquired disorders of coagulation
have been developed and form a new basis for therapeutic strategies. Despite this progress, many physicians
are aware of the problem that, especially for intensive care patients, a treatment very oGen has to be selected
before diagnostic procedures can be completed. We also know that for many diseases rare occurrence or the
hetero genity of the patient population make it quite diEicult to conduct clinical studies which prove that a
therapeutic regimen is eEicacious. Thus, much discussion about coagulation disorders in critically ill patients is
still necessary. Even so, it is important to provide guidelines for handling these problems. 104 pp. Englisch.
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