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indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 Excerpt: .the oldest plant fossils we find are those of seaweeds and the first land
plant remains occur in rocks separated from them by immense periods of time. We must digress again here, in
order to consider briefly the different great classes of plants as we find them today. Lowest of all are the Alga?
and following in order of complexity of structure are the fungi, mosses, and ferns. These are the so-called
flowerless plants. Above these are the seed-bearing plants, first the conifers or evergreens, then those of the
palm type includir.g lilies, grains, and grasses, and finally the highest forms represented by our hardwood trees
and the majority of our flowering shrubs and herbs. By a low plant is meant one that has few or no organs,
being a homogeneous mass or layer or thread or even a single microscopic cell. The higher the plants, the
greater the differentiation of parts into root, stem, flower, bark, veins, and hairs, each with its peculiar function.
It is worthy of note that the oldest rocks contain only the lowly-organized plants, the higher plants appearing in
order as the rocks become more recent. The most interesting of plant remains are in the carboniferous period,
the period during which most of our best coal seams were formed from the profuse vegetation of that time.
The forests of this period presented a strange sight. There were no hardwood trees, no evergreens; but tall tree-
ferns and gigantic horsetails, and the scaly...
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