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original. Here we have another beautiful example of that
admirable adaptation of structure, to the necessities and
conditions of every form of existence, which is alike manifest
whether our investigations be directed to the beings which exist
around us, or to the structure of those which have lived and died
and passed away, ere man, and the animals which are his
contemporaries, were called into existence. Reflecting upon
these extraordinary facts, may we not enquire, with the
illustrious Cuvier, At what period was it, and under what
circumstances, that turtles and gigantic lizards lived in our
climate, and were shaded by forests of palms, and arborescent
ferns. It is a very natural question to ask, how came the bones of
an animal which fed exclusively upon vegetable food in a
marine deposit, surrounded with sea shells and the remains of
fish which lived...
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