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indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 Excerpt: .in intimate relations with the Pittsburgh schools. The course of study as
approved by the Pittsburgh central board presented the standard subjects, enriched, as is now customary, by
physiology and hygiene, vocal music, drawing, and where district boards permitted, by manual and domestic
training. Civil government was optionally taught in the seventh and eighth grades in connection with history,
but the elements of civics and of social ethics so judiciously adapted for all grades in many progressive schools
had no recognized place in the Pittsburgh program. The so-called special branches, with the exception of
physical culture, were in charge of teachers employed by the central board. The point made by the critic of the
curriculum just cited was that while the special branches had one by one been added, nothing had been
eliminated, and the course remained an eightyear one. A kindred problem of adjustment and co-ordination
presented itself in the lack of uniformity in the actual instruction given in the sub-districts. Many pupils move
annually, and where the schools were not closely graded much time was lost. These and many other
unsatisfactory conditions apparent in the schools must be laid to inefflcient superintendence--a defect inherent
in the system, but augmented in Pittsburgh s case by the man. The superintendent of schools, elected by the
district directors in joint vote had, as we have noted, no legal control over sub-districts or school matters of any
kind, save to recommend a certain course of study, the adoption...
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