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"a chronicle of the amazing ordeal of a free African-American kidnapped in the north, and impressed into
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himself as an exemplary character or focus solely his own experience, giving contemporary readers a
remarkable account of the lives of the slave community as a whole. As an educated man, torn from freedom
and plunged into slavery, he brings into horrible and tantalizingly exact clarity the life and labor of slaves in the
antebellum American South, the complex economic choices and ironic moral concessions of slaveholding, and
the calamitous effect of slavery on the foundations of civilization.
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