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Ecology Group ; Washington, DC : U. S. Dept. of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Research and
Development, National Wetlands Research Center, 1989 OCLC Number: ocm22121880 Subject: Tube worms --
Florida -- Atlantic Coast. Excerpt: . . . ( 1981 ) ranged from 28 to 39 ppt. In the laboratory, the worm reef habitat
is not remarkably higher than that of worms survived at salinities as low as about 10 ppt for the adjacent open
surf zone, the large number of habitat-specific species indicates that the presence of several days ( Mauro 1977
). This tolerance is probably worm reefs substantially enhances the overall diversity of adaptive in southeastern
Florida, where heavy rains and commercially and recreationally important fishes in the freshwater runoI may
appreciably dilute salinities within beach zone. worm tubes between high tides. Substrate ENVIRONMENTAL
REQUIREMENTS Stable settlement substrate is a critical environmental requirement of reef-building tube
worms. Beaches Temperature composed entirely of shiKing sands aIord larval worms no opportunity for
settlement. Unstable objects subject Gilmore et al. ( 1981 ) reported that water temperatures to rolling or burial
by sands are unsatisfactory. However, at reef-building tube worm colonies in southeastern a wide variety of
natural and artificial substrates can be colonized, including living and dead shells of mollusks to Florida ranged
from 18 27 C. Water temperatures at reefs studied by Gore et al. ( 1978 ) ranged from 11 to coquina ( Limulus
polyphemus ), and horseshoe crabs 32 C over a 2-year period. However, these extremes are rock, sea walls,
piers, jetties, peat, and beach debris ( Kirtley 1966; Multer and Milliman 1967; Eckelbarger probably...
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