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Islanders. It argues that Chinese aid is commercially driven. Although it has been provided for strategic
interests, it has further oDered new opportunities and challenges for the Pacific countries. The essay first
examines the Chinese rise and the characteristics of its international aid programmes. Next it focuses on the
role of development aid in the Pacific and determines whether aid has been utilised for political gains. Over the
last two decades, China has emerged as a leading provider of development aid assistance in developing
countries in Africa, Latin America and in recent times, in the Pacific Islands. China's quest to maintain its
increasing population and continue to expand its economic growth at world stage level has exacerbated
China's engagement with resource developing countries. This increasing intensification of China's development
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countries. This approach to aid seems to be changing the way development aid had been...
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